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The in sta lla tio n  o f  a new, w ood-carved  p o rtra it  o f  
D o ro th y  Day in the La  Sa/te M useum  is a g o o d  
occasion to  re c a ll a p a rtic u la r ne tw ork  o f  the  
U n iv e rs ity ’s friends. F irst, o f  course, there  is 
D o ro th y  h e rse lf who v isited  us se ve ra l tim es in the  
‘60s a nd  early  7 0 ’s—a n d  packed  the th e a te r with  
s tu d e n ts  d raw n to  h e r cha lleng ing  and  
encourag ing  message.
There is a lso h e r long-te rm  frie n d  F ritz  E ichenberg , 
who illu s tra te d  h e r a u to b io g ra p h y  a nd  m any  
issues o f  the  Worker. There are h e r com m itted  
fo llow ers, the  s ta f f  o f  Houses o f  H o sp ita lity  here  in  
Ph ila d e lp h ia , w ith whom a num ber o f  o u r stud e n ts  
work—M a rth a  Battze tt as well, one o f  the  Houses 
m a jo r he lp e rs a nd  one o f  o u r own “a rt angels. "
A nd  m ost im p o rta n t fo r  th is occasion are Dennis 
a nd  Judy O 'B rie n , the  com m issioners a nd  donors  
o f the sc u lp tu re  in h o n o r o f  Br. D a n ie l Bu rke 's  50th  
A nn ive rsa ry  as a C hristia n  Bro the r. Dennis is p a st 
p re sid e n t o f  Bucknelt a nd  Ro c he ste r Un iversities  
a nd  a long-te rm  truste e  o f  La  Salle. Judy is a 
fo llo w e r o f  D o ro th y  in h e r own work with the p o o r  
o f inne r-c itie s as w ell as ru ra l areas.
Fina lly , the re  is the a rtis t o f  the day (in severa l 
senses), C harles Wells. The M useum  acquired  
some o f h is fine  p rin ts  very e a rly  fo r its  
c o lle c tio n — and is now  ho no re d  to receive a 
m ajor scu lp tu re .
To one a nd  all, o u r deepest, deepest g ra titu d e .
D o r o th y  Day
S o m e  t im e  b e fo re  she d ie d ,  D o ro th y  Day  
w a s  d i s tu rb e d  to  h e a r  th a t  m a n y  th o u g h t  of  
her  as a sa in t .  Her  p o in te d  a n d  i ron ic  reply:  
“ D o n ’ t ca l l  m e a sa in t .  I d o n ’ t w a n t  to be 
d ism issed  so e a s i l y . ” Fo r  she was ,  in d e e d ,  the  
g re a t  c h a l le n g e r  o f  A m e r ic a n  C a th o l ic s  in our  
c e n tu ry ,  u n w a v e r in g  in he r  m iss ion  " t o  c o m fo r t  
th e  a f f l ic te d  a n d  a f f l ic t  the  c o m f o r t a b l e . "
D o r o th y ' s  ea r ly  years  w e re  o f te n  tu r ­
b u le n t — a fa m i ly  m o v e  in 1903 f ro m  B rook lyn
to Be rke ley  and  O a k la n d  w h e n  she was  six, the  
loss of al l  the  f a m i ly ’ s possess ions  in the  San  
F ranc isco  e a r th q u a k e ,  a n o t h e r  m o v e  to a 
t e n e m e n t  in C h ic a g o  th e r e a f te r .  She  w as  
g r a d u a te d  f ro m  h igh sc ho o l  at  s ixteen, ,  but ,  
a f te r  tw o  years  at  the  Un ive rs i ty  o f  I l l inois ,  
w h e re  she had jo in e d  the  S o c ia l i s t  p a r ty  a n d  
b egan  to  shed  the  re l ig ious  im p u lse s  of he r  
youth ,  she m o v e d  back to  N e w  York. Her  
jo u rn a l i s t  fa th e r  had  a n e w  job  w i th  the  
M o rn in g  Te le g ra p h  the re ,  a n d  D o ro th y  g o t  a 
job w i th  the  So c ia l i s t  p a p e r .  C all.
In th e  years  th a t  fo l lo w e d  she b e c a m e  
an a c t iv i s t  fo r  w o m e n ’s s u f f ra g e ,  an a rd e n t  
paci f i s t  d u r in g  th e  Fi rst W o r ld  War,  w a s
m ar r ied ,  s e p a ra te d ,  had  a d a u g h te r ,  Ta m a r ,  
and f ina l ly ,  in 1927 b e c a m e  a C a th o l ic .  
H o w e v e r ,  it w a s  on ly  in th e  d e p th s  o f  the  
G re a t  D e p re ss io n  th a t  she m e t  the
c o l la b o r a t o r  in w h a t  w a s  to be her  l i f e ’ s w o rk .  
He w as  P e t e r  M a ur in ,  a fo rm e r  C h r i s t ia n  
Bro the r .
Fi rst  c a m e  th e i r  sm a l l  n e w s p a p e r .  The  
C a th o lic  W orker, p r iced  (st il l)  at o n e  c e n t  and  
soon w i th  100 ,000  re a d e rs .  It t r u m p e t e d  the  
socia l d o c t r in e  of the  p a p a l  e n c y c l ic a l s  a nd  
of C h r i s t ia n  lo ve  o f  the  n e ig h b o r .  The n  c a m e  
the  Houses  o f  H o sp i ta l i ty  a n d  c o -o p  fa rm s  fo r  
the u n e m p lo y e d  d r i f te r s  and  h o m e le ss  o f  the  
cit ies .  As h e lp e rs  and  d isc ip le s  g a th e r e d  
a ro u n d ,  th e re  w e re  soon fo r ty  such
e s ta b l i s h m e n ts  a c ro ss  th e  c o u n t ry .  And the re  
w e re  n o n -v io le n t  p ro g ra m s  a n d  d e m o n ­
s t ra t io n s  fo r  C h r i s t ia n  p a c i f i sm ,  the  a n t i ­
n u c le a r  m o v e m e n t ,  c iv i l  r igh ts  fo r  b lacks,  
un ions  fo r  m ig ra n t  w o rk e r s — all  p u rsu e d  w i th  
u n sw e rv in g  c o n v ic t io n  and  o c c a s io n a l  s t in ts  in 
ja i l .
D o ro th y  had a h e a r t  a t ta c k  in 1^75.  She  
d ied  f ive  years  la te r ,  w o rn  ou t  a f te r  fo r ty - f ive  
years  of so u p -k i tc h e n s ,  b re a d l in e s ,  a n d  p ic k e t­
l ines,  o f  w r i t in g ,  d isc uss ing ,  and  p ray ing  a b o u t  
the  d e m a n d s  o f  C h r i s t ia n  c h a r i ty  in the  
m o d e rn  city .
Charles Wells
Char les  Wells,  w h o  l ives near  
Ph i lade lph ia ,  is a we l l -known sc u lp to r  and  
etcher .  E d u c a te d  at the G e o rg e  Schoo l  in 
Newtown,  Pa. and Amhers t  Co l lege ,  he was  
a p p re n t ic e d  to Leonard  Baskin, won the Prix de  
Rome (1964),  and spent  m ore  than ten years in 
I taly w he re  he l ived and worked in P ie t rasanta ,  
one of th ree  “ m arb le  to w n s "  in Tuscany.
His works are in many im p o r ta n t  publ ic  
co l lec t ions  such as the Nat ional  M useum  of
Am er ican Art in W a sh ing to n ,  the Library  ot  
Congress ,  the W hi tney  M useum , MIT, and La 
Sa l le .  He pa r t ic ip a te d  in many group  
exhib it ions in the Uni ted S ta tes  and Europe,  and  
had f ive one-m an exhib it ions at FAR Gal le ry  in 
New York, as wel l  as so lo shows in num erous  
galler ies  in the Uni ted S tates ,  Italy,  Be lg ium, the  
Nether lands ,  D enm ark  and Israel.
Char les  has do ne  a n u m b e r  of re l ig ious  
works, inc lud ing  a large s tand ing  ange l  for the  
O ’Briens.  He has had com m iss ions  f rom severa l  
C atho l ic  churches ,  and is a b o u t  to begin a 
project fo r  severa l  saints  and a set of s tat ions of  
the cross.
Fritz Eichenberg
Fr i tz  f i rst m et  Doro thy  in 1949, at Pe nd le  
Hill, the  Q uaker  re t rea t  house near  
Ph i la d e lp h ia .  He was  much im pressed with  her  
work for  the poor,  her consc ien t ious  paci f ism  
and c o m m i tm e n t  to civi l r ights .  So he jo ined  
Ade Be thune ,  Ri ta Corbin  and others  in 
provid ing i l lus t ra t ions  fo r  The C a th o lic  W orke r —  
and c o n t in u e d  his c o l la b o ra t io n  unti l  his d e a th  
in 1989.
Fr i tz  had been born in Co logne ,  G erm a ny .  
He s tud ied at the S ta te  A c a d e m y of G raph ic
Arts in Leipzig and, wh i le  sti l l  a s tudent ,  began  
to i l lus t ra te  his f irst books with  or ig inal  pr ints:  T ill 
Eu/enspiege/, G u lliv e r's  Trave ls, and  C rim e a n d  
Pu n ish m e n t. He le ft  Eu ro p e  in 1933 a f te r  H i t le r  
c a m e  to p o w e r  and m o ve d  to New York. His 
f i rst im p o r ta n t  com m iss ions  c a m e  with  C rim e  
a n d  P u n ish m e n t and  G u lliv e r's  Tra ve ls  fo r the  
L im ited Edit ions Club,  fo l lo w e d  by m any  Russ ian  
classics  o f  Dostoevsky,  Pushkin, and  To ls toy,  the  
stor ies o f  E d g a r  Al lan Poe, and  the B ro n te s ’ 
W u th e rin g  H e ig h ts  and  Ja n e  Eyre .
In 1956 Fr i tz b e c a m e  cha i rm a n  of the art  
d e p a r tm e n t  at P ra t t  Ins t i tu te  and la te r  at the  
Universi ty  o f  R h o d e  Is land. He also s ta r ted  a 
jou rna l  d e v o te d  to c o n te m p o ra ry  pr in tmaking  
c a l le d  A r t is t 's  P ro o f. As a m a s te r  of the  
w o o d c u t  with  few  peers ,  he was one of  
A m e r ic a 's  most im p o r ta n t  art ists  of  the book.
Case I
1. Fritz Eichenberg
The Christ o f the Breadlines 1955
Reproduction of original wood engraving illustration 
for The Catholic Worker.
2. By Little  and By Little
The Selected Writings o f Dorothy Day
Edited and with an introduction by Robert Ellsberg 
(New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1983)
3. The Long Loneliness 
An Autobiography
Introduction by Daniel Berrigan
Illustrated by Fritz Eichenberg
(New York: Harper & Row, Publishers, Reprint 1981
or 1952 original edition)
4. Loaves and Fishes 
by Dorothy Day
Introduction by Daniel Berrigan 
Illustrated by Fritz Eichenberg 
(New York: Harper and Row, 1963)
5. The Wood and the Engraver 
The work of Fritz Eichenberg
(New York: Clarkson N. Potter, Inc., 1977)
Case II
6. Fritz Eichenberg
The Manual Laborers ’
Reproduction of original wood engraving illustration 
for The Catholic Worker
7. A Spectacle Unto the World 
The Catholic Worker Movement
Text by Robert Coles 
Photographs by Jon Erikson 
(New York: The Viking Press, 1973)
8. A Harsh and Dreadful Love
Dorothy Day and the Catholic Worker Movement
by William D. Miller 
(New York: Liveright, 1973)
9. Fritz Eichenberg 
Gandhi 1942
wood engraving
10. Fritz Eichenberg
Hope and Faith fo r 1984 (Christmas Card)
wood engraving
Case III
11. Fritz Eichenberg 
The Lord 's Supper
Reproduction of original wood engraving illustration 
for The Catholic Worker
12. The M oral Vision o f Dorothy Day
A Feminist Perspective by June O’Connor
(New York: Crossroad Publishing Co., 1991)
13. Dorothy Day: A Biography 
by William D. Miller
(San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1982)
14. Resurrection 
by Leo Tolstoy
Illustrated with wood engravings by Fritz Eichenberg 
(New York: The Limited Editions Club, 1963)
15. Crime and Punishment 
by Fyodor Dostoevsky
Illustrated with wood-engravings by Fritz Eichenberg 
(Aron, Conn.: The Heritage Press, 1938)
Case IV
16. Fritz Eichenberg
The Migrant Labor Cross
Reproduction of original wood engraving illustration 
\orThe Catholic Worker
17. Dorothy Day -
A Radical Devotion (Radcliffe Biography Series) 
by Robert Coles, M.D.
(Reading, Mass.: Addison-Wesley, 1987)
18. Dorothy Day and The Catholic Worker 
by Nancy L. Roberts
(Albany: State University of New York Press, 1984)
19. The Id iot
by Fyodor Dostoevsky
Illustrated with wood-engravings by Fritz Eichenberg 
(New York: The Limited Editions Club, 1956)
20. Childhood Boyhood Youth 
by Leo Tolstoy
Illustrated with wood engravings by Fritz Eichenberg 
(New York: The Limited Editions Club, 1972)
21. Ade Bethune
House o f Hospitality, Dorothy Day
Reproduction of dust jacket, 1939
